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Introduction

This documentary edition aims to present the Bulgarians in Thessaloniki and their 
connections to this biggest port of the Aegean Sea. The exceptional geographic location of 
the city has attracted Bulgarian settlers, who have sought security and economic prosperity 
behind its walls since the Middle Ages. The importance of Thessaloniki for the Bulgarians 
increased especially during the last two centuries, thus this volume focuses mainly on 
that period. It reveals the Bulgarian historical presence in Thessaloniki, as well as the 
significance of the city in current Bulgarian-Greek relations. Due to publication limits, only 
the most interesting documents and parts of the more extensive works on the subject were 
included. Complete texts are available on the website of the project “Thessaloniki and the 
Bulgarians: History, Memory, Present” - www.solunbg.org 

The documents included in this volume are thematically and chronologically arranged. 
The first section consists of materials illustrating the Bulgarian presence in Thessaloniki 
during the “long” 19th century – activities of the church community, educational work, 
participation of the Bulgarians in the political, economic and spiritual life of the city. The 
second section presents the severe consequences of the military conflicts of the 20th 
century which forced generations of Bulgarians and Greeks to leave their native places and 
build their lives anew. The third section illustrates the political, economic and cultural ties 
of Bulgarians with Thessaloniki in the 20th, and 21st centuries, including the dynamics of 
surviving military, political and social cataclysms.

The present edition was made possible thanks to the support provided by Bulgarian 
and foreign institutions as well as by people linked to Thessaloniki. Firstly, there is the 
National Research Fund at the Ministry of Education and Science, which financed our 
scholarly studies and this publication. We are grateful for the help of the colleagues at the 
National Museum of Military History, the Ecclesiastical Historical and Archival Institute, 
the Historical Archive of Macedonia (Thessaloniki), the Archives of the American Farm 
School (Thessaloniki), the “SS. Cyril and Methodius” National Library, the Central Library 
of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, and the Macedonian Scientific Institute in Sofia. 
Our gratitude goes also to all those who have provided documents and photos from their 
personal and family archives – Christian Antonov, Goran Blagoev, Raï�a Zaï�mova, Zdravka 
Mihaylova, Elena Peeva-Nikiforidis, Doychin Stanchev, Lora Taseva and Varban Todorov. 
We owe the hegumen of Zograf Monastery, Archbishop Ambrose, a debt of gratitude for 
his permission to publish here some pages of the Zograf chronicle from the 18th century, 
and also to the librarian of the monastery, hierodeacon Atanasiy, who provided us with a 
digital copy.

We believe that this volume will enhance interest in the numerous topics it presents 
and will become the starting point for research relevant to Bulgarian national identity and 
Balkan relations.
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I.

THE BULGARIANS  
IN OTTOMAN THESSALONIKI
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I.1. The Bulgarian Community

Chronicle by Hieromonk Atanasiy regarding a fire in Thessaloniki on 21 May 1734, in which
many Jewish homes and workshops were burned, as well as the Orthodox Church Sveti Mina

with all the adjacent buildings. Zograf (Sveti Georgi) Monastery, 1734.
Zografska kondika (Zograf Chronicle) (18 c.), Zograf, No. 231, fol. 1b.
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Chronicle record on the visit of priest Atanasiy from Thessaloniki to the Zograf 
Monastery, and the donation made to the monastery – among the recorded donors there 
are mostly Bulgarians, but also Jews and Greeks, living in the Sveti Nikola, Sveti Atanasiy 

and Panaguda mahalas. Zograf Monastery, 19 April 1735.

Zografska kondika (Zograf Chronicle) (18 c.), Zograf, No. 231, fol. 4

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Letter from the Bulgarians of Thessaloniki to Exarch Yosif I in Constantinople regarding 
the establishment of a new Bulgarian Church Community in the city.  

Thessaloniki, 9 June 1880.
CSA, f. 246K, inv. 1, a.u. 8, fol. 5.

I.1. The Bulgarian Community
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Archimandrite Kozma Prechistanski (1836–
1916) – Chairman of the Bulgarian Church 
Community of Thessaloniki (1881–1888), 
later Exarchic Metropolitan bishop of Debar 
(1897–1913). Thessaloniki, 31 June 1883.

SA-BAS, f. 15K, inv. 1, a.u. 480, fol. 1

Stone slab with inscription commemorating the laying of the foundation stone of the 
Bulgarian church “SS. Cyril and Methodius” in Thessaloniki in 1885, preserved in the 

Sveti Kozma chapel at the Zograf Monastery in Mount Athos. 1937.

CSA, f. 1510K, inv. 1, a.u. 1481, fol. 9.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Letter from Archimandrite Grigoriy, Chairman of the Bulgarian Church Community of 
Thessaloniki, to Exarch Yosif I in Constantinople regarding the opening of a Bulgarian 
(Exarchic) chapel in Vardarska mahala and the Liturgy conducted in the presence of 

students from the boarding-house at the Thessaloniki Bulgarian High School for Boys “SS. 
Cyril and Methodius”. Thessaloniki, 31 May 1890.

CSA, f. 246K, inv. 1, a.u. 54, fol. 27.

I.1. The Bulgarian Community
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Letter from the Bulgarian Church Community in Thessaloniki to the Bulgarian Exarchate 
in Constantinople regarding the purchase of a cemetery site in Vardarska mahala with 

financial assistance from Mount Athos. Thessaloniki, 1 May 1890.

CSA, f. 246K, inv. 1, a.u. 41, fol. 42.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Report from Atanas Shopov – Trade Agent of the Bulgarian Principality in Thessaloniki 
– to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Religious Denominations of the Principality of 
Bulgaria, on the commemoration of the feast of the holy brothers Cyril and Methodius 

and the raising of the Bulgarian flag in front of the building of the Bulgarian Principality’s 
Trade Agency in Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, 12 May 1897.

CSA, f. 334K, inv. 1, a.u. 11, fol. 6–10.

I.1. The Bulgarian Community
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The building of the Bulgarian Consulate in 
Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki. [S.a.].

SA-BAS, f. 41K, inv. 1, a.u. 306, fol. 4.

Ownership title (tapiya) for the 
villa of Atanas Shopov, located 

on Yalılar Blvd in Thessaloniki’s 
Hamidiye mahala.  

Thessaloniki, 4 May 1909.

CSA, f. 176K, inv. 23, a.u. 2, fol. 6.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Address by the Bulgarian craftsmen associations (guilds) in Thessaloniki to Prof. Gustav 
Weigand on the occasion of his speech on “national aspirations of the Balkan peoples”. 

Thessaloniki, 8 March 1898.

CSA, f. 176K, inv. 1, a.u. 1075, fol. 70–71.

I.1. The Bulgarian Community



 20 

Celebration of the Bulgarian craftsmen associations (guilds) in Thessaloniki on May 11 – 
Day of the Slavonic Alphabet. Thessaloniki, 11 May 1906.

CSA, f. 1932K, inv. 1, a.u. 422, fol. 7

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki



 21 

Celebration of the Bulgarian Butchers’ guild in the Besh Chinar Gardens. Thessaloniki, 1906. 	
CSA, f. 1932K, inv. 1, a.u. 422, fol. 6.

I.1. The Bulgarian Community
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Sketch-plan of the Bulgarian residential quarter, attached to the letter of Atanas Shopov – 
Trade Agent in Thessaloniki of the Principality of Bulgaria – to Gen. Racho Petrov, Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Religious Denominations of the Principality 

of Bulgaria, regarding the case of purchasing a waqf  land-plot and the impossibility to 
build a church and school on that place. Thessaloniki, 17 April 1906.

CSA, f. 246K, inv. 1, a.u. 282, fol. 52–55.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Letter from Hieromonk Neophit – Chairman of the Bulgarian Church Community in 
Thessaloniki – to Exarch Yosif I in Constantinople containing information on Nikolaidis 

and his decision not to sell his house to the Bulgarian Exarchate, the Bulgarian 
Community or any person of Bulgarian nationality due to threats from his compatriots. 

Thessaloniki, 23 May 1907.

CSA, F. 246K, inv. 1, a.u. 282, fol. 174

I.1. The Bulgarian Community
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Letter from Hieromonk Neophit – Chairman of the Bulgarian Church Community in 
Thessaloniki – to Exarch Yosif I in Constantinople regarding the necessity of constructing 

a Bulgarian church in the city. Thessaloniki, 28 February 1907.

CSA, f. 246K, inv. 1, a.u. 282, fol. 140–141.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Decision of the Council of Ministers of the Principality of Bulgaria with permission to 
grant a loan of 100 000 golden leva from the Bulgarian National Bank to the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs and Religious Denominations in order to buy waqf land-plot in 
Thessaloniki for the construction of a Bulgarian church and high school.  

Sofia, 30 March 1907.
CSA, f. 284K, inv. 1, a.u. 2193, fol. 1.

I.1. The Bulgarian Community
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Sketch-plan, attached to the letter of Atanas Shopov – Trade Agent in Thessaloniki of the 
Bulgarian Principality, to Exarch Yosif I in Constantinople regarding the difficulties in 

buying a plot of land for Bulgarian church and high school.  
Thessaloniki, 9 February 1908.

CSA, f. 246K, inv. 1, a.u. 282, fol. 216–218.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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List of real property in European Turkey (by vilayet), purchased entirely or with the 
financial assistance of the Bulgarian Exarchate in Constantinople. [S.l.], 1909.

CSA, f. 246K, inv. 2, a.u. 2, fol. 2–3.

I.1. The Bulgarian Community
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Protocol and Petition of Thessaloniki Bulgarians for the founding of a Bulgarian bank in 
the city. Thessaloniki, 11 May 1909.

CSA, F. 1932K, inv. 1, a.u. 343, fol. 6–8.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki



 29 

The Kyulyumov family: Mihail (Mishe) Poptemelkov Kyulyumov (1845–1905) – sitting 
with a fez, his son Petar M. Kyulyumov, and the family of his other son, Pancho M. 
Kyulyumov (1874–1930) – merchant and trustee of the Bulgarian high schools of 

Thessaloniki (standing in the middle). Thessaloniki, 1905.

CMNL-BHA, СПС, C IV 520

I.1. The Bulgarian Community
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Dimitar Shavkulov (1847–1935) 
– Bulgarian merchant and 
entrepreneur in Thessaloniki, with 
his wife Leopoldina Svoboda  
(1869–1938) and their daughter 
Olga D. Shavkulova. Thessaloniki, 
1900.

Shavkulov family archive

Nikola Shavkulov (1855–1930) 
– Bulgarian merchant and 

entrepreneur from Thessaloniki, 
with his wife Ekaterina 

Hadzhimisheva (1873–1948) and 
their two children – Vassilka N. 

Shavkulova and Ivan N. Shavkulov. 
Sofia, 1903.

Shavkulov family archive

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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The house of the Bulgarian 
merchant and entrepreneur 
Nikola Shavkulov (1855–
1930) on the Hamidiye Blvd. 
(today Βασιλί�σσης Όλγας) in 
Thessaloniki.  
Thessaloniki, [after 1900].

Shavkulov family archive

Dimitar, Mihail, Trendafil and 
Zlata Dumbalakovi together with 

their mother Maria Dumbalakova. 
S.l., September, 1900.

CSA, f. 1898K, inv. 1, a.u. 112, fol. 1.

I.1. The Bulgarian Community
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Bulgarians in Besh Chinar Gardens in Thessaloniki, celebrating 1 May.  
Thessaloniki, 1907–1908.

CSA, f. 771K, inv. 1, a.u. 203, fol. 1.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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The results of the population census in Thessaloniki (by gender and nationality) carried 
out by the General Administration of Macedonia in April 1913. Thessaloniki, 6 May 1913.

H.A.M., ΓΔΜ, φάκ. 27β, fol. 1.

I.1. The Bulgarian Community
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I.2. Education

List of students in the Bulgarian schools in Thessaloniki during the school year 
1880/1881.

CSA, f. 246K, inv. 1, a.u. 11, fol. 66–71.



 35 

Letter from Ferdinand Bertrand – Director of the Franco-Bulgarian boarding-house in 
Thessaloniki to Exarch Yosif I in Constantinople regarding the urgent problems related to 
the functioning of the boarding-house, along with a request for funds from the Bulgarian 

Exarchate to buy uniforms for the students, etc. Sliven, 15 October 1882.
CSA, f. 246K, inv. 1, a.u. 15б, fol. 17.

I.2. Education
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Regulations of the Franco-Bulgarian boarding-house at the Bulgarian High School for 
Boys “SS. Cyril and Methodius” of Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, 25 October [1882].

CSA, f. 246K, inv. 1, a.u. 15б, fol. 54–55.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki



 37 

Regulations of the boarding-house at the Bulgarian High School for Boys “SS. Cyril and 
Methodius”. Thessaloniki, S.a.

CSA, f. 246K, inv. 1, a.u. 15б, fol. 120–127.

I.2. Education
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Stefan Tassev – student in the first class in the Bulgarian Commercial High School in 
Thessaloniki, with his classmates and teachers. Thessaloniki [1906–1907].

Personal archive of Lora Taseva

Second Grade High School Certificate of Konstantin Gruev from Bitola, issued by Trayko 
Kitanchev – Director of the Bulgarian High School for Boys “SS. Cyril and Methodius” in 

Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, 18 June 1883.

CSA, f. 337Б, inv. 1, a.u. 1, fol. 1.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Report by Archimandrite Kozma Prechistanski – Chairman of the Bulgarian Church 
Community in Thessaloniki to the Bulgarian Exarchate in Constantinople on the 

development of the educational work in the city during the school year 1885/1886. 
Thessaloniki, 23 July 1886.

CSA, f. 246K, inv. 1, a.u. 26, fol. 25–28.

I.2. Education
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Тhe Bulgarian High School for Boys “SS. Cyril and Methodius” in Thessaloniki. 
Thessaloniki, 1888–1889.

Archives of MSI

The Bulgarian Primary School in Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, S.a.
SA-BAS, f. 41K, inv. 1, a.u. 307, fol. 1.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Letter from Georgi Shopov – merchant from Ismail (Romania) to Atanas Shopov – Trade 
Agent of the Bulgarian Principality in Thessaloniki regarding his motives to donate 1,000 

Turkish lira to the Bulgarian Community in Thessaloniki. Ismail, 4/16 December 1897.

CSA, f. 334K, inv. 1, a.u. 13, fol. 9.

I.2. Education
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Letter from Atanas Shopov – Trade Agent of the Bulgarian Principality in Thessaloniki 
– to Theodor Theodorov – Head of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Religious 

Denominations of the Principality of Bulgaria – with information on the Bulgarian 
schools in Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, 17 June 1898.

CSA, f. 176K, inv. 1, a.u. 1075, fol. 132–134.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Elena Stamatova Doumanova, 
by marriage Statelova (approx. 

1860–1925) – teacher at the 
Bulgarian High School for Girls “Holy 

Annunciation” in Thessaloniki  
in 1882–1888.  

Thessaloniki, 18 July 1887.

CMNL-BHA, СПС, С 4055.

Lyuba Kyupeva, by marriage 
Rumenova – teacher at the 
Bulgarian High School for Girls “Holy 
Annunciation” in Thessaloniki. [S.a.].

CMNL-BHA, СПС, C I 8683.

I.2. Education
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Reports by Georgi Raev – Director of 
the Bulgarian High School for Boys “SS. 
Cyril and Methodius” in Thessaloniki, 
and Anton Popstoilov – Director of the 
Bulgarian High School for Girls “Holy 

Annunciation” in Thessaloniki, to 
Exarch Yosif I in Constantinople, on the 
progress of Bulgarian education in the 
first half of the school year 1900/1901, 
with information on students, teachers, 

state of the schools; attached tables 
with results and students’ conduct. 

Thessaloniki, 10 February - 2 March 1901.

CSA, f. 246K, inv. 1, a.u. 178, fol. 137–180.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Senior certificate of Georgi Kulishev from the town of Doyran, issued 
by Atanas Chengelev – superintendent of the Bulgarian High School for 

Boys “SS. Cyril and Methodius” in Thessaloniki.  
Thessaloniki, 11 July 1904.

CSA, f. 890K, inv. 1, a.u. 4, fol. 1–2.

I.2. Education
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Fourth Grade Primary School Certificate of Nikola pop Stefanov from Thessaloniki, issued 
by Blagoy Deskovski – superintendent of the Bulgarian Primary School.  

Thessaloniki, 9 June 1902.

CSA, f. 86, inv. 1, a.u. 2, fol. 1.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Students in the second grade of the Bulgarian Primary School (with head-teacher 
Athanas Madzharov) in the Pyrgoi quarter in Thessaloniki [The cross marks Dimitar 

Sprostranov]. Thessaloniki, 1905.
CSA, f. 613K, inv. 1, a.u. 138a, fol. 1.

Musical choir at the Bulgarian High School for Girls “Holy Annunciation” in Thessaloniki. 
Thessaloniki, [1911].

CSA, f. 766K, inv. 1, a.u. 15, fol. 2.

I.2. Education
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Letter from Edward Haskell to Irwin Metcalfe regarding the purchase of 52 acres of land 
by the American missionaries in Thessaloniki for the construction of an Agricultural 

School, touching on the need to send several Bulgarian boys to the United States to be 
trained as teachers. Thessaloniki, 3 November 1902.

The American Farm School Archives, 1.B.1, Directors and Presidents, John Henry House, Box 
No. 1.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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The first students of the American Farm School in Thessaloniki – orphans who lost their 
parents during the Ilinden-Preobrazhenie Uprising (1903).

Ch. M. Draper. The American Farm School of Thessaloniki. A Family Album. New York & 
Thessaloniki, 1994, fol. 14.

I.2. Education
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The seat of the Apostolic Vicar of 
Macedonia in Thessaloniki (in 1917–1924 

a school of the Vincentian Sisters of 
Charity, later destroyed).  

[Thessaloniki], S.a.

Histoire de la Mission lazariste de 
Macédoine (1839–1939) par Arthur 

Droulez C. M. Texte publié par les soins de 
R. Zaïmova. Istanbul, ISIS, 2018, р. 249.

Nun Eurosia Alloatti (1859–1920) – 
founder, together with her brother Joseph 
Alloatti, of the Community of the Bulgarian 
Sisters of the Eucharist in Thessaloniki. 
[Thessaloniki], S.a.

Histoire de la Mission lazariste de Macédoine 
(1839–1939) par Arthur Droulez C. M. Texte 
publié par les soins de R. Zaïmova. Istanbul, 
ISIS, 2018, р. 251.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Ivan Karayanov, Dimitar (Mito) Bogdanov and Nikola Barofliev – alumni of the Bulgarian 
Catholic Seminary “SS. Cyril and Methodius” in the Zeitinlik residential district of 

Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, 1912–1914.

Histoire de la Mission lazariste de Macédoine (1839–1939) par Arthur Droulez C. M. Texte 
publié par les soins de R. Zaïmova. Istanbul, ISIS, 2018, р. 252.

Tereza Stoyanova from 
Bitola (1) and Elena 

Atanasova Mangarova 
(2) with classmates 

and teachers from the 
French College of the 
Vincentian Sisters of 

Charity in Thessaloniki. 
Thessaloniki, S.a.

CSA, f. 771K, inv. 1, a.u. 
218, fol. 1.

1

2

I.2. Education
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Elena Atanasova Mangarova with classmates and teachers from the French College of the 
Vincentian Sisters of Charity in Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, S.a.

CSA, f. 771K, inv. 1, a.u. 242, fol. 4.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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I.3. Participation in the Public, Political and 
Spiritual Life of the City

Title pages of Elementary Doctrine of Morning Prayers, Slavonic-Bulgarian and Greek by 
Archimandrite Teodosiy Sinaitski († 1843) and The Book of Consolations for Sinners by 
Kiril Peychinovich (1770-1845) – the first books printed in the Bulgarian language in 

Thessaloniki in 1838 and 1840, respectively.

BAS – CL, 1838-1848 and 1840–1853.
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Copy of the Bulgarian edition of the Ottoman vilayet newspaper Selanik.  
Thessaloniki, 10 December 1870.

CUL, B 28.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Letter from Dimitar V. Manchov to Exarch Yosif I in Constantinople concerning his 
decision to open a bookstore in Thessaloniki, with a request to the Bulgarian Exarchate 

for a loan amounting to 200–300 Turkish lira. Plovdiv, 17 December 1882.

CSA, f. 246K, inv. 1, a.u. 15Б, fol. 81.

I.3. Participation in the Public, Political and Spiritual Life of the City



 56 

Address by charity brotherhood “Milosardie” [Mercy] (signed by its Chairman D. 
Shavkulov and Secretary D. Hadzhigeorgiev) to Metropolitan bishop of Stara Zagora 

Methodiy [Kusevich] with a request to provide moral and material support to the 
brotherhood; enclosed report on the activities of the brotherhood during 1898–1899. 

Thessaloniki, 30 April 1900.

CSA, f. 420K, inv. 2, a.u. 1202, fol. 1.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Damyan (Dame) Gruev (1871–
1916) – revolutionary, initiator 

of the establishment of the 
Internal Macedonian-Adrianople 

Revolutionary Organization 
(IMRO) in Thessaloniki (1893) 

and leader of the Ilinden-
Preobrazhenie Uprising (1903). 

Sofia, 4 April 1905.

CSA, Photograph library “Б”, inv. 
10, a.u. 14852, fol. 1.

Dr. Hristo Tatarchev (1869–1952) 
– physician, revolutionary, one 
of the founders of the Internal 
Macedonian-Adrianople 
Revolutionary Organization 
(IMRO). Sofia, [1903].

CSA, Photograph library “Б”, inv. 
10, a.u. 14850, fol. 1.

I.3. Participation in the Public, Political and Spiritual Life of the City
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Petition by Bulgarian prisoners to the Governor (Vali) of the Vilayet of Thessaloniki 
for improvement of the conditions in Yedikule Prison (Fortress of the Seven Towers), 

signed by Hristo Tatarchev, Petar Toshev, A. Tanchev, B. Monchev, Hristo Yankov, Hristo 
Lisichkov, Ivan Hadzhinikolov, priest Yankov, priest Dimitriya, priest I. Antonov, priest Hr. 

Zidarov, and others. Thessaloniki, 1901.
CSA, f. 176K, inv. 1, a.u. 1525, fol. 53–56.

I. The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki
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Bulgarian teachers and students at the Yedikule Prison grounds. Thessaloniki, 
12 August 1909.

CSA, f. 1840K, inv. 1, a.u. 53, fol. 1.

Plan of the 
quarter in the 
neighborhood 

of Frenk and 
Colombo streets 
in Thessaloniki, 
with a drawing 

of the tunnel 
excavated by the 

so-called Boatmen 
in 1903 for the 

bomb attack 
on the “Banque 

Ottomane”. 

“Macedono-
Odrinski Courier” 
(Sofia), No. 12, 26 

April 1903.
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Letter from Atanas Shopov – Bulgarian Trade Agent in Thessaloniki, to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Religious Denominations of the Kingdom of Bulgaria, with 

information on the arrival of the President of the Maccabi Athletic Club of Plovdiv and 
his meeting with the vali Ismail Bey for organizing a visit of the members of the club in 

Thessaloniki and Constantinople. Thessaloniki, 12 June 1909.
CSA, f. 176K, inv. 21, a.u. 2070, fol. 1.
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Charter of the Athletic Club of the Ottoman Bulgarians in Thessaloniki.  
Thessaloniki, 1912.

CSA, f. 367K, inv. 1, a.u. 2, fol. 46–50.
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Letter from the Printing Workers Syndicate in Thessaloniki to the Printing Workers 
Syndicate in Sofia regarding its founding, working conditions and opportunities for 

establishing cooperation. Thessaloniki, 25 August 1909.
CSA, f. 168Б, inv. 1, a.u. 48, fol. 1–2.
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Members of the Printing Workers Syndicate in Thessaloniki. [Thessaloniki], 1910.
CSA, f. 1932K, inv. 1, a.u. 423, fol. 6a.

The Socialist Organization in Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, 1910.
CSA, f. 1932K, inv. 1, a.u. 422, fol. 2.

I.3. Participation in the Public, Political and Spiritual Life of the City
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The delegates of the First (founding) Congress of the National-Federative Party, held 
at the Hotel “Splendid Palace” in Thessaloniki, among them Yane Sandanski (1), Hristo 

Chernopeev (2), Dimitar Vlahov (3), Dobri Daskalov (4) and Georgi Kazepov (5). 
Thessaloniki, [3 August] 1909.

Archives of MSI, a.u. 270.

Chetniks of 
the First 
cheta of the 
Macedonian-
Adrianople 
Volunteer 
Corps under the 
command of 
Mihail Atanasov 
Dumbalakov. 
S.l., 17 
September 
1912.

CSA, f. 1898K, 
inv. 1, a.u. 148, 
fol. 1.
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II.
THE WARS AND

THEIR CONSEQUENCES
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II.1. Human and Material Dimensions of
Military Conflicts in the Early Twentieth Century

Tsar Ferdinand I of Bulgaria; Crown Prince Boris of Bulgaria, Prince of Tarnovo; and 
Prince Kyril of Bulgaria, Prince of Preslav; with officers of the Bulgarian Army in front of 

the building of the Bulgarian Consulate General in Thessaloniki.  
Thessaloniki, 6 December 1912.

Personal archive of Goran Blagoev
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Officers and soldiers of the Bulgarian Army on the shoreline street of Thessaloniki. 
Thessaloniki, 1913. 

NMMH, III-461 and III-3929.

II. The Wars and Their Consequences
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Letter by Sokrat Todorov – translator (dragoman) at the Consulate General of Bulgaria 
in Thessaloniki – to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Religious Denominations of the 

Kingdom of Bulgaria, regarding the economic problems of Thessaloniki after the Second 
Balkan War (1913) and the intention of wealthy traders of Jewish and Turkish origin to 

leave the city; list enclosed of 26 merchants with their estimated capital.  
Thessaloniki, 20 March 1914.

CSA, f. 176K, inv. 3, a.u. 134, fol. 147–148.
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Letter by Sokrat Todorov – translator (dragoman) at the Consulate General of Bulgaria 
in Thessaloniki to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Religious Denominations of the 

Kingdom of Bulgaria, regarding the burials of Greek refugees in the Bulgarian cemetery in 
Kukush mahala. Thessaloniki, 14 July 1914.

CSA, f. 176K, inv. 3, a.u. 58, fol. 1.
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Report by Todor Nedkov – Bulgarian Consul General in Thessaloniki – to Dr. Vassil 
Radoslavov – Prime Minister, Minister of the Interior and Head of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and Religious Denominations of the Kingdom of Bulgaria, on the disinterring of 
the Bulgarian graves in the central Bulgarian cemeteries in Thessaloniki and the seizure 

of the cemetery-chapel Sveti Pavel by the Greeks. Thessaloniki, 22 September 1914.
CSA, f. 176K, inv. 3, a.u. 58, fol. 2–3.
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Dimitar Konstantinov Tapkov (1842–1899) – teacher at the Bulgarian Exarchic Schools 
in Lerin and Prilep, at the French-Bulgarian boarding-house of Bertrand and Guiraud at 
the Bulgarian High School for Boys “SS. Cyril and Methodius” in Thessaloniki, and at the 

Bulgarian Catholic Seminary of the Lazarists in the Zeitinlik district of Thessaloniki, with 
his wife Vassilka Mircheva Tapkova (1865–1950).

Personal archive of Raïa Zaïmova

The tombstone of Dimitar K. Tapkov (1842–1899) in the Catholic cemetery of 
Thessaloniki, with a memorable inscription in Bulgarian language, indicating his lengthy 
teacher career at the Bulgarian Catholic Seminary of the Lazarists in Zeitinlik district of 

Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, 2017.

Private archive of Raïa Zaïmova

II. The Wars and Their Consequences
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Inventory of the properties of the Bulgarian church and school communities in 
Thessaloniki, compiled by Hristo Dalchev. S.l., S.a.

CSA, f. 719K, inv. 14, a.u. 345, fol. 22–23.
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Information regarding the Exarchic and Bulgarian public properties in Thessaloniki, 
attached to a letter by the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church.  

[Sofia], November, 1926.
CSA, f. 719K, inv. 14, a.u. 408, fol. 1–2.

II. The Wars and Their Consequences
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Value of the church and school properties of the Bulgarian Exarchate in Thessaloniki 
according to the estimate of former Bulgarian teachers in Thessaloniki. S.l., S.a.

CSA, f. 719K, inv. 14, a.u. 345, fol. 3.
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II. The Wars and Their Consequences
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Documents of Ivan Stamatov Safarov from Thessaloniki – Ethnic minority certificate, 
Application for liquidation of property, Site plan of real property, and Resolution of the 
Mixed Bulgarian-Greek Emigration Commission to pay compensation for his real estate 

owned in Thessaloniki. Plovdiv - Athens, 25 August 1924 – 23 September 1930.
CSA, f. 719К, inv. 1, а.u. 808, file No. 21477, fol. 3, 5–7, 16–17.
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Certificate, issued by Zhivko Dobrev on behalf of the Secretary General of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Religious Denominations of the Kingdom of Bulgaria to Zaharia 

Shoumlyanska, asserting that she has lost her fortune due to her family’s allegiance to the 
Bulgarian state. Sofia, 10 June 1924.

CSA, f. 176K, inv. 3, a.u. 42, fol. 24.
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Elena Atanassova Mangarova with her friends in front of the house of Bayatov, adjacent to 
her father’s house. Thessaloniki, S.a.

CSA, f. 771K, inv. 1, a.u. 220, fol. 1.
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Report by Angel Petrov to [Gen. Teodosyi Daskalov] – Minister of War of the Kingdom of 
Bulgaria, regarding his visit to the Bulgarian-German and Bulgarian-English cemetery in 

Thessaloniki in 1938, with information on the condition of the cemetery, the names of the 
buried soldiers and recommendations for site maintenance. Sofia, 12 July 1940.

CSA, f. 1150K, inv. 1, a.u. 1, fol. 1–3.
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The monument in the common Bulgarian-German cemetery in Thessaloniki and All 
Souls’ Day memorial service of Bulgarians in the cemetery. Thessaloniki, [S.a.].

NMMH, Album XVI-A-557
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II.2. In the Years of the Second World War

Permit issued by Lieutenant General Kurt von Krenzki to Captain S. Ivanov stipulating the 
conditions for the existence of a Bulgarian club in Thessaloniki.  

Thessaloniki, 26 October 1941.
HAM, ΑΥΕΜ, series 829, fol. 2.
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Report by the Royal Bulgarian Liaison Officer in Thessaloniki to Prof. Bogdan Filov 
– Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Religious Denominations of the 

Kingdom of Bulgaria – on the Bulgarian hour in the Radio “Thessaloniki” broadcasting 
program. Thessaloniki, 19 May 1942.

CSA, f. 264K, inv. 7, a.u. 812, fol. 12.

II.2. In the Years of the Second World War



 84 

Letter by Gr. Hristov – Chief Secretary of the Ministry of National Education – to the Army 
Headquarters at the Ministry of War of the Kingdom of Bulgaria, with request for Paun 

Stanoev – sent on a mission to organize a Bulgarian school in Thessaloniki in 1942 – to be 
discharged from the army in order to continue his activity. Sofia, 26 July 1944.

CSA, f. 142, inv. 1, a.u. 179, fol. 110.
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Bulgarian priests, officers, soldiers, teachers and students in the courtyard of the 
Bulgarian “SS. Cyril and Methodius” Primary School in Thessaloniki.  

Easter (5 April) 1942.
CSA, f. 771K, inv. 1, a.u. 235, fol. 1.

Children’s choir at the Bulgarian “SS. Cyril and Methodius” Primary School in 
Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, 1942.
CSA, f. 771K, inv. 1, a.u. 236, fol. 1.
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Application by Petar Georgiev Galabov – former student in Thessaloniki – to the Ministry 
of National Education of the Kingdom of Bulgaria, for his admission as a student at the 

Asenovgrad Mixed High School. Asenovgrad, 25 October 1944.
CSA, f. 142, inv. 1, a.u. 317, fol. 122.
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Application by Petar Dalkalachev and Metody Karadzhov to the Ministry of National 
Education of the Kingdom of Bulgaria to vouch for their daughters Liza Dalkalacheva and 
Kalina Karadzhova from Thessaloniki – students at the 5th High School for Girls in Sofia 

but returning to Thessaloniki due to the Anglo-American aerial bombardments of the 
Bulgarian capital. Sofia, 30 October 1944.

CSA, f. 142, inv. 1, a.u. 359, fol. 3.
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Photograph of Kostas Trakidis, sent for a keepsake to his cousin Nikolay Todorov in 
Varna. Thessaloniki, 13 March 1940.
Personal archive of Varban Todorov

The first meeting between Nikolay Todorov and his cousins Kostas and Dimitris Trakidis 
after the latter emigrated from Varna. Thessaloniki, 1957.

Personal archive of Varban Todorov
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Drawings of Thessaloniki and its port, made by the artist Vladimir Mansky during his 
visit to the city. Thessaloniki, 1944.

CSA, f. 360K, inv. 2, a.u. 286, fol. 3-4.
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III.

THESSALONIKI
IN THE BULGARIAN-GREEK RELATIONS
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III. 1. Political Relations

Official visit of Todor Zhivkov, General Secretary of the Central Committee (CC) of the 
Bulgarian Communist Party (BCP) and Chairman of the State Council of the People’s 

Republic of Bulgaria (PRB), in Greece, when the development of scientific and cultural 
cooperation between the two countries was agreed.  

Athens, 9 April 1976.
CSA, f. 378Б, inv. 2, a.u. 31, fol. 2.
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Todor Zhivkov’s booklet Speech of 
Praise for Bulgaria published in 
Thessaloniki in 1982.

CSA, f. 405, inv. 9, a.u. 568, fol. 45.

Decree of the State Council of 
the PRB on the release of Petar 

Iliev Slavchev his term as Consul 
General of the PRB in Thessaloniki 

and the appointment of Stiliyan 
Danov Stoyanov as Consul 

General. Sofia, 15 August 1978.

CSA, f. 136, inv. 66, a.u. 164, fol. 4.
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Decree of the State Council 
of the PRB on the release 
of Iliya Petrov Geshev from 
service as Consul General of 
the PRB in Thessaloniki and 
the appointment of Stoycho 
Dimitrov Daskalov as Consul 
General.  
Sofia, 29 December 1985.

CSA, f. 117, inv. 43, a.u. 1688,  
fol. 26.

Decree of the State Council of 
the PRB on the release of Stiliyan 

Danov Stoyanov from service 
as Consul General of the PRB in 

Thessaloniki and the appointment 
of Iliya Petrov Geshev as Consul 

General. Sofia, 1 December 1980.

CSA, f. 117, inv. 43, a.u. 1528, fol. 16.
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Resolution of the Secretariat of the CC of the BCP on the establishment of contacts 
between the Bulgarian and Greek cities of Sofia and Athens, Plovdiv and Thessaloniki, 
Varna and Piraeus, Ruse and Larissa, and signing protocols (agreements) for amicable 

relations, friendship and comprehensive cooperation. Sofia, 13 June 1975.

CSA, f. 1Б, inv. 36, a.u. 4521, fol. 1.
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Letter from Petar Slavchev – Consul General of the PRB in Thessaloniki, to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in Sofia, on the visit of Metody and Sultana Bardzovi from the village of 
Zagorichane (today Vasiliada), Kostur region to the consulate and their stories about the 

Bulgarian character of their native village. Thessaloniki, 18 December 1973.

CSA, f. 1Б, inv. 81в, a.u. 270, fol. 18–19.
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Information by Petar Osensky – Consul General of the PRB in Thessaloniki [to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Sofia] on his conversation with Rayna Mitrovska from 

Thessaloniki and her detailed information on the Bulgarian churches and schools in the 
town until the Balkan wars (1912–1913). Thessaloniki, 23 May 1978.

CSA, f. 1Б, inv. 81в, a.u. 270, fol. 79–80.
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Working meeting of Ivan Kostov – Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria – with 
Kostas Simitis – Prime Minister of the Republic of Greece – at the governmental residence 

in Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, 3 April 2001.
Pressfoto, BTA

Working meeting of Georgi Parvanov – President of the Republic of Bulgaria, with Karolos 
Papoulias – President of the Republic of Greece in Thessaloniki.  

Thessaloniki, 11 April 2005.
Pressfoto, BTA

III. 1. Political Relations
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Meeting of Boyko Borisov – Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria – with 
Alexis Tsipras – Prime Minister of the Republic of Greece – and Aleksandar Vučić 

– President of the Republic of Serbia – held in Thessaloniki.  
Thessaloniki, 13 July 2017.

Pressfoto, BTA
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III.2. Economic Cooperation

Album Bulgaria at the Thessaloniki 
International Fair – 1926 with 

photographs of the title pages of all 
three booklets, Bulgarian pavilion, 
interior of the Bulgarian pavilion, 
and the Bulgarian delegation. S.l., 

[1926].

CSA, f. 1549K, inv. 1, a.u. 9, fol. 14, 
59, 63, 65, 68.
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Letter from Prof. Bogdan Filov – Chairman of the Bulgarian-Greek Society in Sofia, to the 
Chairman of the Sofia Chamber of Commerce and Industry regarding the organizing of a 
conference of the Greek and Bulgarian Chambers of Commerce. Sofia, 19 August 1938.

CSA, f. 413K, inv. 1, a.u. 6, fol. 33.
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The Greek royal family 
[King George II and 
Queen Elisabeth of 
Romania] in front of 
the Bulgarian stand at 
the 13th International 
Fair in Thessaloniki. 
Thessaloniki, [August 
1938].

CSA, f. 1150K, inv. 1, a.u. 
7, fol. 12.

The Council of 
Ministers of the PRB 
tasks Tsvyatko Velev 
Banchev – Chairman 
of the Bulgarian 
Chamber of Commerce 
– together with a 
team of collaborators 
of the Chamber, 
with organizing the 
participation of the 
PRB in the 1955 Fair of 
Thessaloniki. Sofia, 9 
March 1955.

CSA, f. 136, inv. 19, a.u. 
328, fol. 1–2.
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Report by V. Tsankov – Commercial Representative at the Embassy of the PRB in Athens 
– to the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and the Ministry of Commerce in Sofia on the 

advisability of the PRB participating in the International Fair in Thessaloniki. 
Athens, 15 May 1958.

CSA, f. 487, inv. 1, a.u. 88, fol. 264–265.
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Invitation proposal by Ivan Davidov – Chief Secretary and Temporary Chairman of the 
Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce to the Directors General of Bulgarian state enterprises, 

for participation in the international fairs organized in 1960. Sofia, 30 April 1959.

CSA, f. 487, inv. 2, a.u. 20, fol. 51.
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Statement of the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce on the participation of Bulgarian 
companies and enterprises in the 38th International Fair in Thessaloniki.  

Sofia, 12 March 1973.

CSA, f. 762, inv. 1, a.u. 63, fol. 119.
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Information on the participation of the PRB at the 38th International Fair of Thessaloniki 
in 1973.

CSA, f. 762, inv. 1, a.u. 63, fol. 1–2.
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The Bulgarian Pavilion 
at the Thessaloniki Fair. 
Thessaloniki, 1975.

CSA, f. 762, inv. 1, a.u. 199, fol. 
1, fol. 2.
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Participation program of the PRB in the International Fair of Thessaloniki in 1979–1980. 
S.l., S.a.

CSA, f. 762, inv. 2, a.u. 144, fol. 1–3.
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Bulgarian stands at the International Fair in Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, 1978.

CSA, f. 762, inv. 1, a.u. 202, fol. 4, fol. 7.
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The stands in the Bulgarian Pavilion at 
the International Fair in Thessaloniki. 

Thessaloniki, 1979.

CSA, f. 762, inv. 1, a.u. 203, fol. 2–5.
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The Bulgarian Pavilion at the International Fair in Thessaloniki (1981): among the hosts 
and guests are Prof. Nikolay Todorov – Ambassador of the PRB in Athens; Iliya Petrov – 
Consul General of the PRB in Thessaloniki, Aristidis Kalantzakos – Minister of Trade of 

the Republic of Greece. Thessaloniki, September 1981.
Personal archive of Varban Todorov

III.Thessaloniki in the Bulgarian-Greek Relations



 113 

Memorandum of Lyubomir Popov – Ambassador of the PRB to Athens, to Todor Zhivkov 
– General Secretary of CC of the BCP and Chairman of the State Council of the PRB, on the 

advantages of the use of Thessaloniki’s port by Bulgaria. Athens, 26 February 1974.

CSA, f. 1Б, inv. 81в, a.u. 259, fol. 102–106.
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Agreement between The Port of Thessaloniki and State Enterprise “Despred” for loading, 
unloading and storage of delivered goods. Thessaloniki, 17 April 1976.

CSA, f. 493, inv. 3, a.u. 59, fol. 6–8.
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Bulgarian-Greek 
Economic Meeting in 
Thessaloniki (1981) 
with the participation of 
Atanasios Kanelopoulos 
– Minister of Finance of 
the Republic of Greece, 
Aristidis Kalantzakos – 
Minister of Trade of the 
Republic of Greece, Andrey 
Lukanov – Deputy Prime 
Minister of the PRB, Hristo 
Hristov – Minister for 
Foreign Trade of the PRB, 
and Prof. Nikolay Todorov 
– Ambassador of the PRB in 
Athens. Thessaloniki, July 
1981.
Personal archive of Varban 
Todorov

Resolution of the 
Council of Ministers 

of the PRB on the 
approval of the Protocol 

of the 13th Session 
of the Bulgarian-

Greek Commission for 
Economic Cooperation, 

the measures for 
implementation of the 

arrangements achieved 
at the 13th Session, 
and the Protocol of 

the 13th meeting of 
the Bulgarian-Greek 

Tourism Commission. 
Sofia, 11 December 

1987. 

CSA, f. 136, inv. 80, a.u. 
384, fol. 1.
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III.3. Culture, Science, Education and Sport

Memorandum of Dimo Dichev – Head of the Foreign Policy and International Relations 
Department of CC of the BCP to the Politburo of CC of the BCP on the approval of 

the members of the Bulgarian Patriarchate’s official delegation for participation in 
celebrations of the 1100th anniversary of the brothers Cyril and Methodius, organized in 

Thessaloniki. Sofia, 12 October 1966.
CSA, f. 1Б, inv. 8, a.u. 7397, fol. 48–49.
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Commemoration of 
the 1100 anniversary 

of the death of St. 
Constantine Cyril the 
Philosopher, with the 

participation of the 
Ecumenical Patriarch 

of Constantinople 
Athenagoras, the 

Bulgarian patriarch 
Cyril, delegates from 

the local Orthodox 
churches, and the 

representation of Pope 
Paul VI. Sofia, 7–14 May, 

1969.

EHAI, inv. No. 11541
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Letter from Stoyne Krastev – First Deputy Chairman of the Union of Bulgarian Journalists 
to the Political Ideology Department of the CC of the BCP, regarding the invitation of a 

Bulgarian delegation to visit Thessaloniki for the 2300th anniversary of the founding of 
the city. Sofia, 3 October 1985.

CSA, f. 1Б, inv. 78, a.u. 2154, fol. 2.

III.Thessaloniki in the Bulgarian-Greek Relations



 119 

Information by Dimitar Vlahovski – Consul General of PRB in Thessaloniki on the results 
of the events organized in the city related to the celebration of May 24, Day of the 

Slavonic Alphabet. Thessaloniki, S.a.

CSA, f. 405, inv. 9, a.u. 568, fol. 54–55a.
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Letter by Ilko Shivachev 
– Consul General of the 
Republic of Bulgaria in 

Thessaloniki, to Assoc. Prof. 
Anna-Maria Totomanova – 

Deputy Minister of Education 
and Science – with an 

invitation to attend the 
solemn celebration on May 

24 – Day of the Slavonic 
Alphabet – organized by the 
Bulgarian Consulate and the 

newly established Greek-
Bulgarian Friendship Society 

“SS. Cyril and Methodius”. 
Thessaloniki, 10 May 1999.

CSA, f. 142, inv. 29, a.u. 23, fol. 
15.

Bulgarian artists – among 
them the painters Vassil 

Zahariev, Ivan Lazarov, 
Dechko Uzunov, Ivan 

Nenov, Bencho Obreshkov, 
Alexander Bozhinov, Pando 

Kiselinchev, the poetess 
Elisaveta Bagryana, the 

singer Tanya Nacheva and 
others – at a dinner in 

Thessaloniki on the occasion 
of the exhibition of Bulgarian 

art in Athens (1940). 
Thessaloniki, June 1940.

CSA, f. 1510K, inv. 1, a.u. 1282, 
fol. 1.
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Prof. Nikolay Todorov – 
Ambassador of the PRB 
in Athens, Stoyan Danov – 
Consul General of the PRB 
in Thessaloniki; and Varban 
N. Todorov with Bulgarian 
monks from Zograf Monastery. 
Mount Athos, May 1980.

Personal archive of Varban 
Todorov

Prof. Vassil Zahariev with a 
Bulgarian monk in front of the 
chapel Sveti Dimitriy at the 
Zograf Monastery in Mount 
Athos.

CSA, f. 1510K, inv. 1, a.u. 1398, 
fol. 1.
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Thoughts of Tsvetan Nikolov – First Deputy Head of the Foreign Policy and International 
Relations Department of CC of the BCP, on Georgi Danailov’s play Conspiracy in 

Thessaloniki. Sofia, 18 October 1983.

CSA, f. 1Б, inv. 78, a.u. 580, fol. 2.
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Letter by Petar Slavchev – Consul General of the PRB in Thessaloniki – to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Sofia, regarding the tour of the Bulgarian folklore group “Kovachev” in 

the city. Thessaloniki, 28 June 1975.

CSA, f. 1Б, inv. 81в, a.u. 269, fol. 30–32.
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Football game between the teams of Levski (Sofia) and Aris (Thessaloniki).  
[Sofia, 9 October 1977.]

CSA, f. 1365, inv. 1, a.u. 3217, fol. 1.
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Report of Georgi Hristov – Vice-consul of the Republic of Bulgaria in Thessaloniki, on 
organizing events related to the publication of the book by Neshka Robeva – School for 

Champions. Thessaloniki, [1989].

CSA, f. 405, inv. 11, a.u. 494, fol. 23–24.
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Nicola Ghiuselev on a tour of the 
Sofia National Opera in Thessaloniki. 
Kulata Border Checkpoint, 1975.

CSA, f. 888, inv. 1, a.u. 55 (Kulata), 
Frame 27.

The Sofia National Opera troupe 
in front of the White Tower in 

Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, 1975.

CSA, f. 888, inv. 1, a.u. 55 (Thessaloniki – 
I), Frame 49.
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Georgi Zhekov – Assistant Director at 
the Sofia National Opera in front of the 
building of the Society for Macedonian 
Studies and the White Tower in 
Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, 1975.

CSA, f. 888, inv. 1, a.u. 55 (Thessaloniki – 
II), Frame 14 and Frame 22.
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Letter from the Institute for Balkan Studies in Thessaloniki to the Slavic Committee in 
Sofia assenting to the proposal for exchange of scholarly publications.  

Thessaloniki, 18 October 1969.

CSA, f. 141, inv. 8, a.u. 18, fol. 3.
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Letter by Ioannis Lampsidis – Bulgarian language teacher and Director of the School 
for Balkan Languages at the Institute for Balkan Studies in Thessaloniki, [to the Slavic 

Committee in Sofia], with gratitude for textbooks received in the Bulgarian language and 
a request for dictionaries and other school aids. Thessaloniki, 8 December 1971.

CSA, f. 141, inv. 8, a.u. 18, fol. 12–13.
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Title pages of joint publications of 
the Institute of Balkan Studies (Sofia) 
and the Institute for Balkan Studies 

(Thessaloniki), 1980–2005.
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Proposal by Prof. Nikolay Todorov – Director of the Unitary Center for Science and 
Training of History Professionals at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences – to the 

Committee for Friendship and Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries regarding the 
Bulgarian participants at the Greek Language Seminar in Thessaloniki.  

Sofia, 18 May  1973.

CSA, f. 363, inv. 8, a.u. 1893, fol. 14.
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Letter by G. Petkov – Head of the “Third” Department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the PRB – to the Committee for Friendship and Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries 

regarding the proposal for Greek participants in the Bulgarian Language Seminar.  
Sofia, 28 May 1973.

CSA, f. 363, inv. 8, a.u. 1893, fol. 16.
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Report on the business trip of twenty library workers from the PRB for participation in 
the Bulgarian-Greek Seminar held in Thessaloniki 1–3 October 1982. S.l., [1982].

CSA, f. 405, inv. 10, a.u. 490, fol. 1–3.
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Letter by Iliya Petrov – Consul General of the PRB in Thessaloniki, to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Sofia regarding the owners of private language schools for teaching 

the Bulgarian language in Thessaloniki and their discontent about the newly introduced 
score requirements for prospective Greek students in Bulgaria. Thessaloniki, 1983.

CSA, f. 1Б, inv. 81в, a.u. 272, fol. 38–39.
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Letter by Eleni Bodzhori – owner of a private language school in Thessaloniki, to Prof. 
Alexander Fol – Minister of National Education of PRB, regarding the newly introduced 

score requirements for prospective Greek students in Bulgaria.  
Thessaloniki, 15 July 1983.

CSA, f. 1Б, inv. 81в, a.u. 272, fol. 42–45.
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Presentation of the movie “The Peach Thief” by the director Valo Radev in the program of 
the Fifth Week of the Greek Cinema. Tessaloniki, 21-27 September 1964.

Personal archive of Gergana Doncheva
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Information in the Thessaloniki newspaper Ellinikos Voras on the award of the Bulgarian 
animated short film Stop, look around!. Thessaloniki, 30 September 1980.

CSA, f. 405, inv. 9, a.u. 568, fol. 181.

Invitation from the Bulgarian-Greek Friendship Society – Thessaloniki branch, for a 
performance of the Bulgarian dance ensemble “Rodopa” in the city.  

Thessaloniki, May 1982.
CSA, f. 405, inv. 9, a.u. 568, fol. 44.
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Letter by S. Korombili – Chairman of the Thessaloniki Branch of the Panhellenic Cultural 
Movement – to the Mayor of Thessaloniki and the Thessaloniki Municipal Council, with a 
proposal to organize a week of Greek-Bulgarian cultural exchange between Plovdiv and 

Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, 8 July 1983.

CSA, f. 405, inv. 10, a.u. 494, fol. 23–25.
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Letter by Zahari Zahariev – Director General of the General Directorate “International 
Cultural Activities”, to Lieutenant General Mitko Mitkov – Head of the Main Political 

Administration of the Bulgarian People’s Army, regarding the excellent impressions left 
by the visit of the Sofia Quartet in Thessaloniki. Sofia, 28 May 1987.

CSA, f. 405, inv. 11, a.u. 494, fol. 19.
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Bulgarian girls in folk costumes at the opening of the “European Partnership ‘92” forum 
in Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, 23 June 1992.

Pressfoto, BTA

Bulgarian horo in Thessaloniki (with more than 300 participants) – part of the initiative 
“Bulgaria greets the EU member countries with the longest horo”, organized by the folk 

singer Iliya Lukov. Thessaloniki, 8 October 2006.

Pressfoto, BTA
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Poetess Patricia Nikolova – Representative of the Republic of Bulgaria at the Second Balkan 
Poetry Festival, part of the Tenth Book Fair in Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, May 2013.

Personal archive of Zdravka Mihaylova

Presentation of the collection of short stories by Elena Peeva-Nikiforidis Revane for 
Christmas (Sofia: Fakel, 2013) at the Bulgarian stand at the Festival of Multilingualism in 

Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki, May 2014.

Personal archive of Elena Peeva-Nikiforidis
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